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 Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Order of Worship 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 18, 2021 

 

Resurrection Affirmation 
 

Welcome to all who gather to worship the LORD this day!  Friends, we wel-
come you in the name of the one God who has defeated death forever by raising Jesus 
from the tomb. We too now walk in new life. 
 

If you are a guest, please take one of the visitor bags at the Welcome Center counter 
at the front entrance.   
 
As We Gather 

“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?” (Luke 
24:38). These are questions our risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ asked of 
His disciples in another resurrection appearance after that first Easter morn-
ing. They are questions that could also be asked of us numerous times in our 
daily lives as we face trouble and doubts. Yet as Jesus kept on appearing, 
He kept on showing them Himself, and more than that, He continued to 
teach and remind them that all that was written was fulfilled in and through 
Him. Though we cannot physically touch His hands and side, each time we 

gather, Jesus continues to speak to us, affirming His work, the Word fulfilled, and the 
worth of humanity for whom He came. Amid troubles and doubts, through Christ, we can 
“see what kind of love the Father has given to us” (1 John 3:1). 
 
Welcome 
 
Memory Verse of the Month: “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he 
saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salva-
tion.” (Isaiah 25:9) 
 
Opening Hymn: “The Day of Resurrection” # 478 
 
Invocation  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
  

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  

Pastor: In Your presence there is fullness of joy; 
People: at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
 
  

 



               Traditional                                                             3 

Pastor: I will extol You, O Lord, for You have drawn me up 
People: and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
 
Pastor: O Lord my God, I cried to You for help, and You have healed me. 
People: O Lord, You have brought up my soul from Sheol; You restored me to life 

from among those who go down to the pit. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called chil-

dren of God; and so we are.” Gracious Lord, by Your name You have called us Your 
own children, and we are to pray, praise, and give thanks to You. 

People: Yet we often choose not to see the love You have given to us, letting other 
things of this world impede our vision of Your mercy and grace in Christ. We do 
not always live as You have called us to be as Your children. 

  

Pastor: We confess our sins to God in repentance, turning from those things that lead us 
away, turning back to You in the love You’ve shown. 

  

(Silence for reflection.) 
  

Pastor:  Almighty and ever-compassionate Lord, 
People: we are by nature sinful and unclean. We confess our many failures as we 

have not followed You joyfully and trustingly. We have not loved others as You 
have first loved us, and our thoughts, words, and deeds have not been pleasing to 
You. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us to delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

  

Pastor: Sing praises to the Lord, O you His saints, 
People: and give thanks to His holy name. 
  

Pastor: For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime. 
People: Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  

Pastor: In Your presence there is fullness of joy; 
People: at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
  

Pastor: “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called chil-
dren of God; and so we are.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. As His children, may He keep you in His grace by the Holy 
Spirit and grant you a renewed life on earth and finally a triumphant life with Him in 
heaven forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 
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Introit: Psalm 30:1–5; antiphon: Psalm 16:11b  
11 in your presence there is fullness of joy; 
 
1I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up 
    and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
  
2 O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, 
    and you have healed me. 
  
3 O Lord, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 
    you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.  

 
4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, 
    and give thanks to his holy name. 
  
5 For his anger is but for a moment, 
    and his favor is for a lifetime.  

 

Weeping may tarry for the night, 
    but joy comes with the morning. 
  
11 You make known to me the path of life; 
    in your presence there is fullness of joy; 
  
 11 at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
 
Hymn of Praise: “This is the Feast of Victory …” (p. 155 in front of your hymnal) 
 

(Refrain) This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
  whose blood set us free to be people of God.  Refrain 
 

 Power, riches, wisdom and strength and honor, blessing and glory are His.  Refrain 
  

 Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:   
 Blessing, honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  Refrain 
 

 For the Lamb who was slain has be-gun his reign.  Alleluia. Refrain 
 
Prayer for the Day 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to 
Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness 
and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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Old Testament: Acts 3:11–21 (Peter preaches salvation through Christ.) 
 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: 1 John 3:1–7 (We are God’s children now.)  
 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia  (p. 156) 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 24:36–49 (Amid disciples’ doubts, the resurrected Christ affirms  
the fulfillment of God’s Word.) 

 

 Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
 People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 (The Gospel is read.) 
 

 Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” # 700  
 
Sermon: “A Now and Forever Love” by Pastor Michael Hanson 
 
Apostles’ Creed   
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Church 
Pastor: ...Lord, in Your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the 
sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God forever.  

People: Amen. 
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

Preface (p. 160 in front of hymnal) 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary ... evermore praising You and saying: 
 
Sanctus (p. 161) 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and 
be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to for-
give, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us to-
gether, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the mar-
riage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Words of Institution 
 
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
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Agnus Dei (p. 163) 
 

Distribution Hymns: “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” #633 
         “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” #461 
         “The Lamb”#547  
 
Post-Communion Thanksgiving 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this sal-
utary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
Benediction 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  
People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Closing Hymn: “This Joyful Eastertide” #482     
    
Offering: “Coins for Christ” is an important part of the Mission funding at Pilgrim.  
Through this program all loose coins in the offering plate are donated to a mission pro-
ject. During April, “Coins for Christ” is supporting LCMS World Missions/World 
Health and Human Care.  
  

You may leave your offering in the plate as you enter or exit worship. Thank you for making 
worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper and confess that we receive not only bread and wine, but 
also the true Body and Blood of Christ, for the forgiveness of sins and are united intimately 
with Him and each other in a holy faith fellowship. 
 
Because of our concern for all who receive the Sacrament here (1 Cor. 11:27-30) and since 
receiving the Supper is also a confession of faith (1 Cor. 10:16-17), any who are not 
instructed, in doubt, or have not communed here before are requested to talk with a pastor 
before communing. Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free wafers are available for those in 
need; please discuss this with the pastor. If you are unable to come to the altar and would 
like to receive communion in the pew, please inform an usher.  



Acts 3:11-21 
11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the 
people, utterly astounded, ran together to 
them in the portico called Solomon's. 12 And 
when Peter saw it he addressed the people: 
“Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or 
why do you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we have made him walk? 
13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you deliv-
ered over and denied in the presence of Pi-
late, when he had decided to release him. 
14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous 
One, and asked for a murderer to be granted 
to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, 
whom God raised from the dead. To this we 
are witnesses. 16 And his name—by faith in 
his name—has made this man strong whom 
you see and know, and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given the man this perfect 
health in the presence of you all. 
17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted 
in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But 
what God foretold by the mouth of all the 
prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus 
fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn back, 
that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times 
of refreshing may come from the presence of 
the Lord, and that he may send the Christ ap-
pointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must 
receive until the time for restoring all the 
things about which God spoke by the mouth 
of his holy prophets long ago. 
 
1 John 3:1-7 
1 See what kind of love the Father has given 
to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. The reason why the 
world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children 
now, and what we will be has not yet ap-
peared; but we know that when he appears 
we shall be like him, because we shall see 

him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes 
in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning 
also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 
5 You know that he appeared in order to take 
away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No 
one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no 
one who keeps on sinning has either seen him 
or known him. 7 Little children, let no one 
deceive you. Whoever practices righteous-
ness is righteous, as he is righteous. 
 
Luke 24:36-49 
36 As they were talking about these things, 
Jesus himself stood among them, and said to 
them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were star-
tled and frightened and thought they saw a 
spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why are you 
troubled, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does 
not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” 40 And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And 
while they still disbelieved for joy and were 
marveling, he said to them, “Have you any-
thing here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece 
of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before 
them. 
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words 
that I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that everything written about me in the Law 
of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 
must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their 
minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise 
from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in 
his name to all nations, beginning from Jeru-
salem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 
49 And behold, I am sending the promise of 
my Father upon you. But stay in the city until 
you are clothed with power from on high.” 


